The title compound, [Cu 2 (C 15 H 13 O 3 ) 4 (C 3 H 7 NO) 2 ], is formed by the chelate coordination of four racemic fenoprofenate (fenoprofenate is 2,3-phenoxyphenyl propionate) anions and two dimethylformamide molecules to two copper(II) ions, building a paddle-wheel dinuclear molecule. The distorted square-pyramidal coordination of each Cu II atom is made up of four O atoms of the four fenoprofenate units and another O atom from a dimethylformamide molecule. The two enantiomeric forms of the fenoprofenate anions are present in the complex, in an optically inactive centrosymmetric arrangement.
Related literature
For the properties of fenoprofen, see : Brogden et al. (1977) ; Nickander et al. (1977) ; Weder et al. (2002) . For fenoprofen structures, see: Hamilton & Chen (1988a,b) ; Stephenson & Diseroad (2000) ; Weder et al. (2002) ; Zhu et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu 2 (C 15 , 1993 ); cell refinement: MSC/AFC Diffractometer Control Software; data reduction: MSC/AFC Diffractometer Control Software; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2003) .
Tetrakis [ -2-(3-phenoxyphenyl) propionic acid] is a non steroidal anti-inflammatory, antipyretic and analgesic drug (Nickander et al., 1977; Brogden et al., 1977) . Its crystalline structure as a pure compound is not known. The crystal structures of the inclusion complexes of β-cyclodextrin with racemic fenoprofen and its enantiomerically pure forms have been reported: β-cyclodextrin(RS)-fenoprofen clathrate hydrate, β-cyclodextrin (R)-(-)-fenoprofen clathratehydrate, and β-cyclodextrin (S)-(+)-fenoprofen clathrate hydrate (Hamilton & Chen, 1988a ,1988b .
Little is known about chemical structures of fenoprofen salts and complexes. Only the crystal structures of sodium fenoprofenate dihydrate (Stephenson & Diseroad, 2000) and calcium fenoprofenate monohydrate (Zhu et al., 2001 ) have been reported. On the other hand, the complexes of copper(II) with other nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) have been widely studied because they have enhanced anti-inflammatory activity and reduced gastrointestinal toxicity compared with their uncomplexed parent drugs (Weder et al., 2002 (Weder et al., 2002) . The two enantiomeric forms of the fenoprofenate anion are present in the complex, in an optically inactive centrosymmetric arrangement, where atoms C12 and C32 (shown in Fig. 1 ) correspond to the R-enantiomer.
There are no conventional hydrogen bonds in the structure; while weak π···π and C-H···πi interactions were identified. In the case of the π···π interactions, one of them corresponds to symmetry related phenyl rings (C14-C19, centroid Cg1)with a Although the steric demand from the benzyl groups avoids significant contact between neighbour binuclear units, the intermolecular interactions form a weak two-dimensional network parallel to the (100) 
Refinement
The H atoms were positionedgeometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å. H atoms bonded totertiary C atoms were refined with U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C),while for the rest U iso (H)=1.5U eq (C). Additionally, the idealized H atoms from the DMF's methyl groups were allowed to ride on the immediate Catoms. The anisotropic displacements ellipsoids of atoms O13 and O33 displayeda marked elongation in the normal direction to both O-C bond directions,indicating a possible conformation disorder. It can be related with thetendency of higher values of U eq for the outermost phenyl carbonatoms.
The position of the highest residual electron-density peak is located at 1.67 Åfrom N52. Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the Cu 2 (C 15 H 13 O 3 ) 4 (C 3 H 7 ON) 2 complex with the labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen atoms have been omitted for clarity. 
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Data collection
Rigaku AFC-7S diffractometer R int = 0.091
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 27.5º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 2.3º (North et al., 1968) l = −31→30 
